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Scaling up renewable gas production in Europe will create at least 
600,000 direct jobs by 2050 
 
 Report published today shows that scaling up renewable gases can create 1.7 

million to 2.4 million jobs by 2050, of which 600,000 to 850,000 direct jobs 

 Employment opportunities result from investments in biomethane and hydrogen 
production facilities and include many rural jobs and high-skilled positions  

 Most of these jobs are stable European jobs that cannot be outsourced 

 
A new Gas for Climate analysis prepared by Navigant, a Guidehouse company, shows that scaling up 
renewable gases in the EU can create 1.7 million to 2.4 million jobs by 2050, of which 600,000 to 
850,000 would be direct jobs. Full decarbonisation of the EU gas sector is expected to be an 
important contribution to the goals of the EU Green Deal and the upcoming decarbonisation package. 

 
Renewable and low-carbon gases, combined with large quantities of renewable electricity, are 
essential to achieving a climate-neutral EU energy system. Production of renewable gases and low-
carbon gases is already creating jobs today. According to the analysis, this renewable energy system 
will have significant benefits in creating employment opportunities, especially in rural areas where 
employment opportunities are often scarce. High-skilled technical jobs are expected to emerge in 
sectors related to manufacturing, installation, and the operation of biomethane and green hydrogen 
plants, as well as in the renewable electricity generation sector to produce hydrogen. 
 
The report “Job creation by scaling up renewable gas in Europe” follows the Gas for Climate study 
published in March. This study showed that fully decarbonising Europe at lowest costs requires 2,900 
TWh of biomethane and green hydrogen. The study also showed that using this gas in existing gas 
infrastructure could lead to nearly €217 billion in annual societal cost savings compared to achieving 
climate neutrality without a role for gas.  
 
Gas for Climate was initiated in 2017 to analyse and create awareness about the role of renewable 
and low carbon gas in the future energy system in full compliance with the Paris Agreement target. 
The Gas for Climate group consists of seven leading European gas transport companies (Enagás, 
Fluxys Belgium, Gasunie, GRTgaz, Open Grid Europe, Snam and Teréga) and two renewable gas 
industry associations (European Biogas Association and Consorzio Italiano Biogas). For more 
information please see www.gasforclimate2050.eu.  
 

 
 

https://www.gasforclimate2050.eu/files/files/Navigant_Gas_for_Climate_Job_creation_by_scaling_up_renewable_gas_in_Europe.pdf
https://gasforclimate2050.eu/files/files/Navigant_Gas_for_Climate_The_optimal_role_for_gas_in_a_net_zero_emissions_energy_system_March_2019.pdf
http://www.gasforclimate2050.eu/

